
flat-headed snake
Tantilla gracilis

FEATURES
The flat-headed snake averages seven to eight inches in length. Its head is darker than the rest of its body. 
The back is brown, and the belly is salmon pink. The scales are smooth. Its head is flattened and slightly 
wider than the neck. The flat-headed snake is the smallest Illinois snake.

BEHAVIORS
The flat-headed snake lives under rocks on bluffs along the Mississippi River. This species spends much time 
under rocks or in underground burrows. It escapes summer and winter weather by burrowing. Mating 
occurs in April or May. One to four eggs are deposited in the soil under rocks in June. Hatching occurs in late 
summer. The flat-headed snake eats small arthropods.
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TAXONOMY
Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Reptilia
Order: Squamata
Family: Colubridae

ILLINOIS STATUS
threatened, native

ILLINOIS RANGE
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Aquatic Habitats
rivers and streams

Woodland Habitats
none

Prairie and Edge Habitats
none
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