
prairie cinquefoil
Drymocallis arguta

FEATURES
Prairie cinquefoil is also known as tall cinquefoil. This perennial herb has brown, hairlike structures on the 
stem. Leaves are present on the stem and at the base of the plant. The stem leaves are arranged alternately. 
The pinnately compound leaves have seven to 11 oval, toothed leaflets that are hairy on the lower surface. 
The white or cream-colored flowers have five petals. The one-seeded fruit is dry and hard. Prairie cinquefoil 
may attain a height of one to three feet.

BEHAVIORS
Prairie cinquefoil is also known as tall cinquefoil. This perennial herb has brown, hairlike structures on the 
stem. Leaves are present on the stem and at the base of the plant. The stem leaves are arranged alternately. 
The pinnately compound leaves have seven to 11 oval, toothed leaflets that are hairy on the lower surface. 
The white or cream-colored flowers have five petals. The one-seeded fruit is dry and hard. Prairie cinquefoil 
may attain a height of one to three feet.
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TAXONOMY
Kingdom: Plantae
Division: Magnoliophyta
Class: Magnoliopsida
Order: Rosales
Family: Rosaceae

ILLINOIS STATUS
common, native

ILLINOIS RANGE
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leaves and stems

Aquatic Habitats
none

Woodland Habitats
upland deciduous forests

Prairie and Edge Habitats
black soil prairie; gravel prairie; sand prairie 
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