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Major Group: Mollusk

Specific Group:
Gastropod

Age: Paleozoic to Recent
Niche: Bottomn scavenger
Habitat: Marine,
freshwater, land

Interesting facts:
H\Vost gastropods
secrete a shell
YAdapted to fand
and freshwater
dRelated to slugs,
shails, conchs
#Name means
“belly-footed
creature”

Major Group: Plant

Specific Group:
Cordaite

Age: Penasylvanian to
Recent

Niche: Producer, base
of the food web
Habitat; Forests and
SWamps

Interesting facts:

¥Wood
petrifies
when
sediment or

volcanic ash quickly covers trees
#Cycads were similar to modern paim
*-trees and cordaites were primitive
conifer trees

Major Group: Byrozoan

Specific Group: Colonial

Age: Paleozoic to recent
Niche: Filter feeders

Habitat: Attached to bottom in
shallow marine and freshwater
environments

Interesting facts:

#A reef dweller
¥Some grow in spiral or branching
colonies

¥Name means “moss animal

"

Major Group: Mollusk

Specific Group:
Cephalopod

Age: Paleozoic to
Mesozoic

Niche; Predators
Habitat: Attached te or
rested on bottom in
marine environments

Interesting facts:

*Ammonites were a coiled variety
¥Bellemnites had a pointed internal shell
*Uses a type of jet propulsion for
swimming

¥Related to squid and octopus
$Cephalopod means “head-footed”
creaturg

Major Group: Brachiopod

Snecific Group:
Articulate

Age: Paleozoic to
Recent

Niche: Filter
feeders

Habitat: Attached to or rested on bottom
in marine environments

Interesting facts:

¥Eariy brachiopods were inarticuiate,
meaning they did not have hinged shells
¥Nearly all species are extinct

¥Name means “arm-footed” creature

Major Group: Coelenterata

Specific Group:
Rugose Coral
Age: Paleozoic to
Recent )
Niche: Filter
feeders

Habitat: Reef
builder in shallow
marine

environments

Interesting facts:

$Related to jellyfish and anemones
¥Secretes a hard exoskeleton
¥Often forms colonies and reefs ina
tropical marine environment

YAlso known as “horn coral”

Major Group: Mollusk

Specific Group:
Pelecypods

Age: Paleozoic to
Recent

Niche: Filter
feeders

Habitat: Swam, burrowed or attached to
bottom in marine and freshwater
environments

Interesting facts:
¥Pelecypods include clams, scallops,
and oysters

¥Also known as “bivalves”, meaning two
shells joined at a hinge

#Name means “hatchet-footed” creature

Major Group: Echinoderm

Specific Group:
Crinaid

Age: Cambrian to
Recent

Niche: Some predators and others feed
on microorganisms collected on cilia
Habitat: Attached to the bottomin
marine environments

Interesting Facts:

¥Related to sand dollars, britile stars,
and sea urchins

#Many have five-fold "star” symmetry

Major Group: Chordata

Specific Group:
Chondrichthyes
Age: Tertiary to
Recent

Niche: Predator
Habitat; Reefs and open seas marine
environments

Interesting facts:
*Because sharks
have skeletons
made of cartilage,
their teeth are all
that fossilize
#Sharks have remained relatively
unchanged for hundreds of millions of
years

¥Scientists estimate sizes of prehistoric
sharks by this formula: every inch in
tooth length corresponds to 10 feetin
length of a shark.

Major Group: Vertebrate

Specific Group: Reptelia

Age: Triassic to Crefaceous
Niche: Predators and plant eaters
Habitat: Tropical land and aquatic
environments

interesting facts:
¥.izards,
amphibians,
snakes and
aven birds are
presumed
descendants of
the great
dinosaurs
#Dinosaur means “monster or terrible
lizard”




