Illinois Mammals
Resources Trunk Lessons
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ILLINOIS: NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE STANDARDS
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o K.LS1.1. Use observations to describe pattems of what plants
and animals (including humans) need to survive.

BACKGROUND: See the Background Information, especially the
Characteristics, Activity Patterns, Feeding, Mobility and Hibernation
sections.

OBJECTIVE: Students will use lllinois-specific mammal resources to observe and draw conclusions.

MATERIALS: llinois Wild Mammals resources trunk, lllinois Wild Mammals video, llinois Wild Mammals video
podcasts, llinois Mammals activity book, A Year with Wildife activity book and SMARTBoard™ activities, llinois
Wild Mammals poster, llinois Furbearers poster, linois' Natural Resources Trading Cards and associated posters

Suggested Activities

® Using thellinoi’ Natural

Resources Trading Cards,

have the students separate

the cards Into graups of

their choosing. When they

are done, ask them why they grouped the cards In the
manner that they did? Answers will vary. You want them

to start thinking about related traits in organisms.
® The Biodiversity of illinois CD-ROM series can be used

® When everyone has contributed to the discussion, mix to show students some of the mammals in lllinois,

up the cards and ask the students to separate them this
time into three categories: animals, plants and every-  ® You can also search the CD-ROMs to show students
thing else. Now have the students discuss what they mammals that live in their county. Should you need
looked for when they made the decision to put a card assistance in operating the CD-ROMs, videa podcasts
nto one of the three piles from the IDNR provide guidance for CD-ROM opera-
tion, uses and available Information. Additional video
podcasts and a video provide more information and
images of these animals

® Take the pile of plants cards and ask the students to sep-
arateit into more groups. They may come up with cat-
egories like trees, shrubs and flowers or yellow flowers,
white flowers and trees. How they define the caregories @ Students should observe the mammals to look for
s not Important. Looking for similarities i the Iste. clues as to where they live, what they do, what they
- 100k like, when they are active and any other obvious
@ Repeat the process with the animal card pile. If ane of features
their categorles is mammals, have them ook closely at -
these organisms. If they did not select a group of mam- @ Field guides included in the resources trunk have pic-
mals, guide thestudents in finding the mammalsin the tures of mammals, skulls, tracks, scats and other features
cards. Talk about what mammals are like. Ask the stu- for familiarization and reference.
dents to discuss where mammals might live. Ask them
what mammals might need to survive.

lllinois Mammals Resources Trunk Lessons
may be accessed at the following Web page.

https://www?2.illinois.gov/dnr/education/Pages/IllinoisWildMammals.aspx
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