Introduction

The purpose of this report is to summarize work performed by the Byron Forest Preserve to receive
payment on an FY2003 Small Projects Grant. The work consisted of removing undesirable woody
vegetation from an old fencerow. The purpose of this effort was to preserve native prairie and protect non-

game habitat. The goal was to restore a pre-settlement oak savanna adjacent to a high quality native
prairie.

Materials and methods

Materials used in this project consisted of one Stihl 025, two Stihl 026 chainsaws, a John Deere
2555 with stump cutter, and a 743B Bobcat with a four-in-one bucket. Tordon RTU was also used. The
smaller diameter woody vegetation was cut flush to the ground with chainsaws, larger diameter trees were
cut with the stump cutter. All fresh cut surfaces were treated with Tordon RTU to discourage resprouting.
Care was taken to identify and clearly mark all desirable trees to prevent unnecessary damage. Species
retained included several red oaks, white oaks, an lowa Crabapple, scattered native Black Cherries, and a
few Hawthorns for Passeriformes nesting habitat. The Bobcat was used to transport cut brush to a central
location and piled for burning at a later date. It should be noted that all Bobcat operation took place when
the soil was frozen to minimize negative disturbance. The cleared area was then seeded with a dry savanna
adapted grass and forb mix consisting of approximately 70% grass and 30% forbs. The grasses were
predominately Little Bluestem, with Big Bluestem, Sideoats Grama, and Indian Grass included also. The
forb portion consisted of nineteen species including Rough Blazing Star, Prairie Dock, Prairie Cinquefoil,
and Purple Prairie Clover.

Results

The result of this project is that a fencerow consisting of common weody vegetation with little
wildlife value has been replaced with the start of a native prairie restoration. The most immediate benefit
of this effort is the adjacent remnant prairie will no longer be threatened by shading or invasion from
undesirable woody vegetation. The long term results will be increased use by grassland adapted species and
propagation of rare prairie plants including Wooly Milkweed.

Discussion

This project has many long term benefits including control of invasive species and protection of a
high quality prairie from degradation. It is one of the few tasks in natural resource management that
shows nearly immediate results. The methods used were designed to be as low impact as possible given the
scale of the project. The purpose of this was to minimize damage to desirable vegetation and to provide
quickest turnaround to desired habitat type.

Summary

The resulting benefits from this project far outweigh the labor and costs involved with its
execution. The preservation of dwindling prairies and control of invasive, exotic, non-native, and
opportunistic native plants is becoming more important as our natural areas are lost to development and
degradation. This is why every effort must be made to complete projects such as this, as well as strive
to increase scale of future projects.




The Byron Forest Preserve District recently completed work on a project that secures -
funds from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The project consisted of removing low
quality woody vegetation from an old fencerow to restore a pre-settlement oak savanna. The
work was done on a 298 acre Illinois Nature Preserve. Rules for managing a designated nature
preserve dictate that the steward will work to restore the preserve to pre-settlement conditions,
which requires removal of all exotic, invasive, opportunistic native, and non-native species. The
trees removed consisted of common fencerow species including Box Elder, Black Cherry, Osage
Orange, Honey and Black Locust. This action will help preserve native prairie and protect non-
game species habitat. Several rare and state endangered species including Wooly Milkweed and
Pasque Flower along with many other prairie plants and grassland adapted bird species will benefit
from this effort. The IDNR will provide $1000 to help offset the cost of labor on the project.
IDNR funding was made available through the Wildlife Preservation Fund Small Project Grant
program. This program receives funding through a voluntary check off to the Wildlife
Preservation Fund on the state income tax form.
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Grant Project Hourly Expenditures
BFPD SHARE

Employee Hours Worked Pay Rate Total
Jan17 2003

JR ] 10.00 80.00
CB. 8 11.41 91.28
R.B. 4.75 8.50 40.38
E.S!. 7.5 6.75 50.63
C.JH. 8 11 88.00
Total 350.81
Jan|21 2003

C.EI!. 8 11.41 91.28
C.}!l. 4 10.33 41.32
C.JH. 8 11.00 88.00
Total 220.60
Jan 22 2003

C.B. 8 11.41 91.28
C.H. 4 10.33 41.32
C.JH 8 11.00 88.00
Total 220.60
Grand Total 792.01

Fuel Expenditures

Equipment Gallons used Cost per gallon Total
Bobeat ) 30 1.03 30.90
Chainsaw 15 1.21 18.15
JD stump grinder 35 - 1.03 36.05
'][‘o‘tal 85.10
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Miscellaneous Expenses

i Quantity Price per unit Total |
Chain sharpening 20" 3 4.00 12.00
' 16" 8 3.50 28.00
New chains 20" 2 26.00, 2™ ¥, off 39.00
16" 2 25.00, 2™ % off 37.50
New chainsaw helmet 1 41.95-10% 37.76
Total 154.26

BFPD
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

Labor 792.01
Fuel 85.10
Miscellaneous expenses 154.26
Total 1031.37




Grant Project Hourly Expenditures

IDNR SHARE
Employee * Hours Worked Pay Rate Total
Jan 10 2003 -
JR. 8 10.00 80.00
CB. 8 1141 91.28
R.P. | 8 8.50 | 68.00
E.S. 5.5 6.75 37.13
Total 276.41 |.
Jan 16 2003
C.B. 7 1141 | 79.87
R.P. 7 8.50 59.50
ES. 6 6.75 40.50
C.JH. 8 11.00 88.00
Total 267.87
Jan 20 2003
C.B. 8 11.41 91.28
CH. 4 | 10.33 4132
CJH 4 11.00 | 44.00
Total | , 176.60
Jan 23 2003
C.H. L4 10.33 4132
CJH 4 11.00 44.00
Total N 85.32
Jan 24 2003
C.B. 8 1141 91.28
CH. a4l 10.33 4132
R.P. 7.5 8.50 63.75
Total _ 196.35
Grand Total ' . 1002.55
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