FINAL REPORT

WPF GRANT #06-019W

Grassland Birds: The Habitat Connection

Project Description

Development of a brochure highlighting the important connection between habitat and the success
of breeding birds in Illinois dependent on grasslands. Designed to educate the general public on
this ecological concept. ‘

Method

Text written, photos obtained, and layout completed by I.A.S. staff with input from LD.N.R.
staff and contract worker (Scott Simpson, Jeff Walk.)

Printed by contract with 1. A.S.

Copies of finished product enclosed.

Budget

Printing Costs $1491
I.A.S. match - 500

Grant Request $ 991

Submitted for reimbursement of funds b W é p

Marilyn F{Chmpbell, Exec. Director
Illinois Audubon Society
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‘GRASS _.h>z,u BIRDS Topav

Prairie Wamm wSﬁn Natural Area, with about
4,000 acres in Jasper and Marion Counties, is

 the Jast stronghold of the greater prairie-chicken
ini Illinois. While it was once known only as the

“Prairiec Chicken Refuge,” PRSNA’s manage-.
ment now focuses on 17 species of state-threat-.

ened and endangered birds and wildlife which
reside ﬁr@nm. In-addition, ﬁrm site is a core breed-
ing area for-21 bird species in greatest need of
conservation in Illinois. Prairie Ridge SNA,
which has several wetlands interspersed among
mammm_mnmm, is also an important stop-over for
many migfating birds such as Smith’s _osmmeﬁ
black and Forster’s terns, Wilson’s snipe,
dowitchers, bitterns, American golden-plover
and many more species of shorebirds and
waterfowl. In June, 2005,. the critical habitat

- provided at Prairie Ridge SNA was recognized

as an Important. Bird Area in Illinots.

ONT—A

Besides Prairie Ridge SINA (sites 4 &5 on the
map below), other important grassland sites in

the state, which also host several species of
~threatened and endangered species, include.

Goose Lake Prairie State Park (2), near Morris;
Nachusa Grasslands (1), near Franklin Grove;

o 'and the Midewin ZmﬂObm_ Tallgrass Prairie @v

near Hormﬁ
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land sanctuaries within the Uwo_onﬁ area. This

.._..I,m,_~.m _m >>O,__~m ._.O,..w,m _UOZm

CIf mnmmm_m:& v:,mm are to-sutvive in Tllinois, we.
- must restore more large blocks of. cultivated
“ground to hayfields and grasses. Individual land-

owners can help by delaying Bog::m of grassy

- areas until after August 1 Tstéach %mmw.

Zm::m:::m current mnmmm_m:mm in moom

condition is vital to the future success of our -

birds of meadows and fields. Using prescribed

burns at 3-to 5-year intervals, or introducing

light grazing will provide the diversity needed
by some ,mmno,wow. :

Emsccm new areas in native mnwmmom legumes and

forbs (herbaceous broad-leaved plants) will

increase good nesting habitat. Care should be
taken to avoid invasive species, such as fescue,

_sweet o_o<mn and nmom canary mSmm

Prairie Wamo SNA and the Illinois >cmcwo5
Society have formed an important partnership

'

mnﬁ::&\ has played a major role in the recent
increase in numbers of greater prairie-chickens
censused on the spring booming grounds i in

12005.

According to A: Plan \3 the %mmo@m@ of QR |
Greater wQSm Chicken in Illinois, mcvrmr& in

2004, at least an additional 2,000 acres of grass-
lands or grassland easements are needed within -

the Prairie Ridge SNA’ mmo_onm area to ensure the
_o:m ~termi success of our native grouse. O%m?
aﬁmﬁ it will remain mb&msmm«mm .

Mllinois >cmc¢ow onmQ is oo:&:cw:m to focus |
on this critical grassland habitat, and readily
accepts donations for both land acquisition and
on-going management. You can help grassland
birds m_nmoﬁ_% with.a gift to mcnormmm more land,
or to assist with continued maintenance of &:mf
5%02»5 rmvzmﬁ R

For further Emoﬁsmﬁo:v contact HVSEm Ridge
State Zﬁcg_ >RP 4295 North 1000th St., )
Newton, IL 62448, or call Aﬁmv 783-2685. Ho.
learn more about what Illinois Audubon is
doing to protect birds and their habitats, visit
its website at www. L_Eo_mmcacvos org. .

mz_o<_fzn.nz>m$>zc w_wum

for the benefit of mnpmm_m:m birds.  Since 2000,

the ‘Society has acquired hundreds of .acres of
land which have been added to the Prairie Ridge -

site, as well as developing three of its own grass-

There are many places to see the more common
Mnmmw_m:m birds, including state and: county

' parks, conservation and forest @wmmmi\o district

mnowonﬁmmv and other m::__m: areas in Ilinoss.

v




