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University of Illinois Allerton Park and Retreat Center 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Grant #: 10-002W—Allerton Park Entrance Prairie Restoration—Final Report 
 
Grant Number: #10-002W;   
Classification:   Management 
Grantee Name: University of Illinois Allerton Park and Retreat Center 
Address:            515 Old Timber Road 
                           Monticello, Illinois 61856 
Phone:               (217) 333-3287 
Time Frame:    Project completed March 29, 2010; Report sent April 5, 2010 
Email of report preparer: Barbara Schleicher, grant writer bschleic@illinois.edu or James W 
Gortner gortner@illinois.edu, the Associate Director 
 
Project Objectives: 

• To restore the Park’s entrance fields to prairie 
• To provide a wildflower rich prairie that will wow visitors as they enter the Park 
• To obtain a variety of plant species, in particular rare native species 
• To keep out all exotic/non-native plants 
• To advertise the area to University researchers for a possible new study site 
• To provide habitat to upland game birds such as pheasants and grouse 
• To provide habitat for numerous other wildlife species including deer and turkey 
• To use the area as an educational tool: nature hikes with kids, teaching interns about the 

process of prairie restoration 
• To add the approximately 1500 acres of natural areas owned by the University at the Park 

 
Project Description: 

This project entails restoring 12 acres of land into prairie /savanna. The majority of the 
area is either an old pumpkin field or in turf grass. Part of this area has multiple large oak trees. 
Park staff will be preparing the site for seed planting with internal funds. This grant money will 
be used to purchase the seed necessary to these acres near the entrance of the Park. 
 
Summary of the Project Accomplishments:  

With the funds provided from this grant we were able to accomplish the goals of this 
project. Seed was bought from a local seed vendor and sewn onto the project site. Other funds 
were used to prepare the site and to purchase additional seed. The IWPF grant allowed us to 
obtain a more diverse mixture of seed than would not have been possible otherwise. The years to 
come will allow us to truly observe the fruit of this grant money as the prairie matures.  
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Introduction, Materials and Methods: 
Materials and Methods 

The site was prepared for planting. This involved spraying herbicide (Round-up) on the 
project area twice to eliminate noxious weeds such as Canada thistle.  It is hoped that by 
spraying multiple times, the weed seed bank in the soil will be minimized. Spraying will be 
conducted by using a boom sprayer attached to an ATV.  

Once the site was prepared, the staff was ready to plant. Planting took place in January 
and February, 2010. Originally a seed drill was to be used but was not available at the time 
seeding needed to take place. All seed was hand sewn. Hand sowing was practical due to the 
relatively small size of the restoration. The seed was sown when there was some snow cover and 
was mixed with peat moss to ensure adequate distribution of seed. Saw dust is more often used 
however peat moss was readily available at the park and worked as well as sawdust. Seed was 
sown before a snow event in deterrence of bird feeding. 

Additionally, once the seed grows and the plants reach about 12” tall, the area will be 
mowed. This would be done several times within the first year. In subsequent years, the site will 
be burned when there is sufficient dried plant material to maintain its plant composition. Woody 
vegetation would be removed. Additional seed should be spread in subsequent years in order to 
give the prairie a fresh supply of plant varieties. 
 
Digital images:  

The below picture may look like a bunch of dead grass, and that is because that is exactly 
what it is. However, this area seemingly devoid of life will soon be turned into a lush prairie 
ecosystem as the seed begins to germinate. When you look at it this way, dead grass is pretty 
exciting!! 
 
Northwest view                                                        Northeast view 
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Southwest view 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sewing seed 
                                                       
 
                                                                                             Sewing seed 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            Gray-headed Coneflower sprouting (3-26-10) 
 
Benefit to wildlife and/or native plant resources:  

Wildlife will benefit from this project in many ways. Care was taken to purchase seed 
that is also wildlife food crop plants such as bundle flowers and partridge pea. Game species 
such as deer, wild turkey, and pheasants will all benefit from these types of plants. The 12 acres 
will also serve as a bedding area for deer. Non game species will benefit as well. The state listed 
Kirtland’s snake was found just adjacent to this restoration. The restoration is ideal habitat for 
this struggling reptile. Insects will benefit from the diversity of forbs planted. Butterfly milkweed 
was planted in abundance and Monarch butterflies are bound to utilize these plants. The benefits 
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of this project are hard to measure as all the wildlife in the area will benefit. Additionally, the 
prairie is a visible example of prairie restoration work for every person that enters the park.  
 
Project Expenditures, detailed:  

The following table lists the expenditures that were incurred for this project. These 
expenses represent the entire cost of the project minus the labor costs. The Wildlife Preservation 
Fund grant ($1,818) covered the majority of the cost for the Forbs seed that was planted on the 
site. Copies of the receipts can be found in Appendix A. These receipts show the vendors name 
and address, description of the items purchased, quantity purchased and date of purchase. 
 

 

Expenses (Detailed) Amount 

Forbs Seed  25 oz per acre (listing of the 
forbs can be found in Appendix A) 

$2,144.50 

Grass Seed  75 pounds (Little bluestem, 
bid bluestem, Canada Wild rye) 

      783.75 

Herbicide  10 gallons (Round‐up pro 
concentrate) 

      673.50 

Labor (Natural Areas Manager and 
volunteers‐site preparation and 
seeding) 

      847.00 

University of Illinois‐Grants and 
Contract Admin. fee 

      182.00 

Total Project Costs  $4,630.75 

 
 
Project Funding Sources: 
The following table lists the funding sources and the amount (cash or in-kind 
services) that each sources provided. 

 

Sources Amount 
Illinois Preservation Fund Grant $2,000.00* 
Pheasants Forever       783.75 
Allerton Park and Retreat Center**   1,847.00 
Total $4,630.75 

 
*Of this amount, $182 was required for the University’s grant review and 
administration 
**Allerton Park provided $1000 cash for materials and $847 in in‐kind labor. 
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Appendix A 
 
Project Expenses-Receipts (copies) 
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Appendix B 
Payment Request Certification form 
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