STATE OF ILLINOIS
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF MINES AND MINERALS, LAND RECLAMATION DIVISION
One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271

SMALL OPERATOR ASSISTANCE APPLICATION

Date of Application: _________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. Permit Applicant's Name:												_____________________________________________________

 				_____________________________________________________
(Address)
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________


2. 	Has applicant ever been denied Small Operator Assistance:   Yes    No
	If  yes, attach a full explanation of the circumstances and reasons for denial.


3. 	Has the applicant within the last twelve (12) months mined under a permit?  
 Yes    No
If yes, provide for each permit the following information:
Permit No.                , State Issuing Permit                     , Mine MSHA No.                


4. 	(a) 	Applicant is:	 An individual.
 A corporation.
 A partnership.

(b)	If a corporation, provide date of formation and all corporate officers and directors and all owners of 10% or more of the corporations.
                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                            

(c)	If applicant is a partnership, provide name and address of each partner.  If a partner is a corporation provide the information required under question 4(b) above.
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5. 	Anticipated starting and termination dates of SOAP study‑related operations:
From: _______________   To: _________________


6. 	Legal description of properties containing the SOAP study‑related operations:
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________


7.	Attach a schedule of estimated total coal production from the proposed permit area and all other locations from which production is attributed to the applicant  during the 12‑month period immediately following permit issuance.  The schedule should include:

(a)	Name under which coal is or will be mined.
(b)	Present identification numbers, if applicable.
(c) 	Present MSHA identification numbers, if applicable.
(d) 	Location of present operations, if applicable.
(e)	Actual coal production for the year preceding the application for assistance (Jan. 1 ‑Dec. 31) and that portion of the production attributed to the applicant.
(f)	The proposed coal production for the 12‑month period after permit issuance attributed to the applicant.
(g)	In demonstrating that the applicant has not in the past nor will in the future exceed 300,000 tons of coal production per year, document annual production for the past five years, and, separately, include (account for) the pro rata share, based on percentage of ownership of applicant, of coal produced by operations in which the applicant owns more than a 10% interest.


8. 	Provide a description of:

(a)	The method of surface coal mining operation proposed (general narrative description of  proposed operation).
(b)	Probable depth to coal resource (include multiple seams, if applicable).
(c)	The number of acres of land to be affected by the proposed mining.
(d)	A general statement of the probable thickness of the coal resource.  (Be sure to include descriptions of multiple seams, if applicable.)  If relevant, thickness of coal waste deposit to be mined.



9.	Provide U.S. Geological Survey topographic map of 1:24,000 scale or larger or other topographic map of equivalent detail which clearly shows:

(a)	Boundary of the area of land to be affected and the natural drainage above and below the affected area.
(b)	The names of property owners within the area to be affected and names of owners of adjacent lands.
(c)	The location of existing structures (impounding structures, roads, ditches, etc.) and developed water sources within the area to be affected and on adjacent lands.
(d)	The location of existing and proposed test borings or core samplings.
(e)	The location and extent of known working of any underground mines within the mine plan area and adjacent area.


10. 	Provide U.S. Geological Survey Topographic Map of 1:6,000 scale or larger of the permit area.


11. 	Provide copies of documents which show that:

(a)	The applicant has a legal right to enter and commence mining within the proposed    permit area; and
(b)	A legal right of entry has been obtained for the Office, regulatory authority and laboratory personnel to inspect the lands to be mined and adjacent lands which may be affected to collect environmental data or install necessary instruments.

UNDERTAKING OF APPLICANT


The undersigned, as duly authorized representative of the applicant, hereby agrees that the applicant intends to apply for a permit pursuant to the Act and will, if the applicant receives Small Operator Assistance:

1.	Fully cooperate with all contracted and subcontracted laboratories that will produce the determination and statement;

2.	Submit coal production information for the area affected by this application and for any other mining area in which the applicant has an interest, said information to be furnished within thirty (30) days of the end of the first twelve (12) months of mining activity under the permit for which the assistance is provided, and;

3.	Shall reimburse the Department for the cost of laboratory services performed if:

(a)	The applicant submits false information, fails to submit a permit application within one (1) year from the date of receipt of the approved laboratory reports, or fails to mine after obtaining a permit;

(b)	The program administrator finds that the applicant's actual and attributed production of coal for all locations exceeds 300,000 tons during the twelve (12) months immediately following the date on which the operator is issued the surface coal mining and reclamation permit; or 

(c)	The permit is sold, transferred, or assigned to another person and the original permittee's and transferee's total actual and attributed production exceeds 300,000 tons during the twelve (12) months immediately following the date on which the permit was originally issued.  If the permit is transferred during the twelve (12) month period immediately following the permit issuance date, the determination of adherence to the twelve (12) month ‑ 300,000 tons lime shall be performed by combining the actual and attributed production of both parties for the twelve (12) month period immediately following the date of original permit issuance.




____________________________________		_________________________
Authorized Company Official	 Title				Date
 



AFFIDAVIT


Applicant, or duly authorized representative, being first duly sworn, states to the best of applicant's knowledge and belief that the information furnished in this application for small operator assistance is correct and complete.



                                       _______________________________________
		(Applicant)
