STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERALS

LAND RECLAMATION DIVISION

BRAD EVILSIZER 227 BOUTH 7TH ST. — RM. 204

Director

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 82708
TELEPHONE: (217) 782-4%70

LAND RECLAMATION DIVISION MEMORANDUM NO. 83-10

TO: All Illinois Coal Operators

FROM: Douglas Downing, Supernvisor
Land Reclamation Divisxz ) xA,xJ:i:ij>

DATE: November 3, 1983

RE: Experimental Practice Proposals
As noted in the attached documents, the Department of Mines and
Minerals and the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) have arrived at
procedures to concurrently review experimental practice proposals.
Also included in the attachments is a copy of 0SM's "Procedure for
Approval of Experimental Practices."
Utilization of these procedures for preparation and submittal of
future experimental practice proposals will insure expedient review
of your proposals by both the Department and OSM in conjunction
with your permit application if applicable.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or concerns.

RECEIVED

MARION DISTRICT OFFICE

NOV 41983

DEPT. OF MINES AND MINERALS
LAND RECLAMATIOWN DI,



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
Reclamation and Enforcement
600 East Monroe, Room 20
Springfield, Hlinois 62701

October 31, 1983

Doug Downing, Supervisor

Land Reclamation Division
Dept. of Mines and Minerals
227 South 7th Street, Rm. 204
Springfield, IL 627C6

Dear Mr. Downing:

We have received written approval of the simultaneous review of experi-
mental practices as we discussed previously. (Letter attached). As a part
of this process it is critical that the submittal by the operator comply
with the attached guide. This will ensure that OSM requests for additional
information are minimized. Uniformity should result in reduced review time.

It is also important that this office is given a copy of the proposal as
. soon as you begin your review so that we will not delay your process and
meet your required deadlines on permit reviews.
If you have any questions on this matter please call me.
Sincerely,

Jomas Fulion

James Fulton, Director
Springfield Field Office

Attachment

cc: John Ventura, ETC
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
Reclamation and Enforcement -

Eastern Technical Center
Ten Parkway Center
Piusburgh, PA 15220

EAD:JDV:ps
October 7, 1983
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Memorandum U J o
V192
To: James Pulton SF:\, .. VeJ
Illinois OSM Field Office Director BRSNS
SEe
. S~ I
From: Administrator ’ :';'\I, -
Eastern Technical Center "’-./_18

Subject: Experimental Practices Applications

This memorandum is to document the agreement reached at the August 8, 1983
meeting regarding the processing of experimental practice applications in
Illinois. It was understood that the State Regulatory Authority, because of

. provisions of its program desires a simultaneous review of the application
for technical, NEPA, and legal adequacy at the time of its receipt of an
application.

We are in agreement to perform the simultaneous review. A formal request
will still need to contain the State Regulatory Authority written findings

that the experimental practice is approvable.

nd L. lowrie

RECEIVED
MARION DISTRICT oFficE
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—\ig c-cuzent was prepared D outline orccedures for processing a Tequest
for apsrovel of am epplicat:icn Snr t-e use of an experimental practice. An
experizecztal praciice is an aslternate mining asd/or reclamatiom practice
which departs from the eavicronoental persormance standaTc- inciuded in tle
existing rtegulatioms.

e Office of Surfzce Miping (6SM) encourages experimental prac-ices to
Gemonstrate the effectiveness and ecomomy of pmew mining and reclamation
practices, and toO provide additiomal post-mining land use alternmatives.
ceccion 711 of the Surface Mining Centrol and Reclacetion Act (SMCRA)
providaes OSM authorizations for approval o ex;erize.tal practices om an
incividual basis. The regulations ccveriag experizental practices czan be
Zound in Title 30, Chaptes VII, pact 785, Code of Feca=ral Regulatioms (20
CFR 7&5). .

The majer objective of this document is to ideptify the cespousibilities and
steps foT processing at experizental practice reguest in a timely manner.

To begin the process the orerators ipitiates a request for approval of ap
experize=izl przctice. A writsen Tecuest can de subxmitzed as part of a aew
permit applicarion Or an amencment to an existing permit to the Stare
Regulatory AuzdoTit? {€3:). 1If the experimental practice is to de conducted
under a Tederal cegulatocry progTam, tha Tequest shoui¢ be macde directly to
the responsibis OSM Tield Dffice.

TICENCLOGICAL ATVANCIMEINT

NSM consiiers =2zch experizenial practlilce as a coopers ‘e efiorc of all the
invoived parties. 4 successiul experizeztal practice has Ine sotent:ial to
ipprove the Tedera: and State regulations a=d statutes D7 keeping thexm in
nace wizh the technological advancezexnts 13 coal zining epd ceclamation.

Txperimestal practices deconsirate jmmovative methods for obtaining eccrnomic
advantages. The acvantages may include:

a. Savings per tom of ccal procducec.

b. Savings per cubic yard of zzcerial nancdied.

c. Savings per acrTe s;ent for land reclamation.

d. Savipgs in contrclling off-site effects

e. Increased value of postmining land. i :
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Ixperizental prac:ilices provide a eans to demoms:irzte izprovasd techmigues ‘
for e*viroa*enzal protection and to advance the stzte-oi-the-art in mined

land reclapation. Ixazmpies that lend themselves to experimental practices
could iacliuce:

a. . Wetland rescoration for wildlife hazbitas

b. Spoil disposal

c. Tepsoil tendlizg
d. land configuration
e. Remiping of previously mipnec areas
. Discharges
FZOUZREMENTS OF A2PLICATCONS FOR i:GER..;E?TIAL PRACTCCIZ

“ne State Regulatory azthority and the Direczor of OSM zust approve the
appiication. The application shall coantais descriptions, zaps, placs acd
cdata the:I showv:

a. The nacture of the prsctice inciuding descripiicn of variances I:om.
periorsatce stamcdarTds.

b. Zow the experizental practice would encourage advances in xiaing
and reclamatier technology, or aliow a pest—sizing land use Zor
industrial, comescial, resideztial, or public use.

c. Toat the practice 1s potentially mere Oor at least as
environmentally protective as existizg standards.

d. Trhat the prac:tice will not reduce the protection afforded public
health and safaty below that provided curreatly by SMCRA.

e. - T=a:r the applicapt will conduct mcni'or‘ng of the effects cf the
practice during and aiter the operation.

i. The procedures o dent- y potential risks £o the environment and

to the public neal:h and safety.

g. The wmitizative measures that will be implementa2d in the event the
experimental practice fails. . -

h. That the applxcatlon for experimental “ract‘ce 19';a-be announced
in newspaper acvert isexzents. L LTI 2 ‘




-
N
.~ . . -

SROCIDURT TOR PROCISSING THEI APDLICATION TOR AN ZXPIRIMENTAL eraCT2ls

The operszor sha.l submil 3 written request for approval for am experimenial
practice as part of the state per=it to produce coal. This written reguest
shall be subzitted to the State Reguiatory Authority and contain the
foliowing: '

a. -A descriptionm of the proposed osractice and how th:2 alternative
pining or reclamation praczice will ceviate irom che reguiatoiy
authoriczy's program and/or wnat micing and reclamation sractices
will be advanced, or what altersative post—miniag land uses are
being prcposed. ' )

cat-on of the subsections underT Title 20, Caapter VII of
Tederzl Regulaticas for which The experimental practice

a
S entify potential Tisks to the ervironzent zad the
emefits to De cerived from the experizental practice.

c. A staremez: of the eavirowmesntal srotection perforzance standazc(s)
izclezentad 1I the experimental sractice is unsuccessiul.

d. 4 oeonitoriag system to gather acdeguate igforzation required so that
she regulatory authority can evaluate the engineering acd
envi-ommental soundcess of the experizental practice.

e. —~e specific curation, seif-—oniroring 2nd TeEPOTILNE cequirexents
0f =he exoerimental pracl:ices

iZ the reguiatory suthority, after its review, denies the request for the
experizental practice, po lurther consiceration of the request will be
given. 1I the 5State Regulatory Authority recocmends approval of the
recuest, two ccpies of the request will be forwarcded tc the Technical Center
through the OSM Field Office together with (1) a copy of the newspaper
agvertisement as reguired in 30 CFR 785.13(g); and (2) a surmary of the
regulatory authorizy's recommendation.

cuest, the CSM Technical Center

Upen receipt of the experizental sractice Te
2 the followizg c-iteria are det:

will evaluacze the regues: to deterzine i

a. The experizmental practice is potercially more, or at least as,’
environmentally protective during and after minizg operatiomns as
those otherwise required dy Title 30 Chapter Vil of the Code of
Federal Regulations.
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- The orzrations involved are mnot of a larger scope or more nuTerous
than necessa:y to deteraine the effectiveness and economic
feasidilizy of the experizmental practice

c. The experizental practice will not reduce the proctection silorded
public health and safety below that otherwise provided by Title 30,
Chapter VII of the Cocde of Federal Regulations.

d. ~The duraticn »f the svmevimenral prantice is reasoreble and the

exten: and duration of the operater’s self-menitoricg and reportiag
program is aiequate. .
e. The experizental practice proposal is technically sound.

.
The Technical Center will sutaic ome copy of the appli ion togethar with a

catl
led amalys:is
T £~

recoczendation for approval or disepproval and a deta:l
suppor:ing the recocmendation to the Assistant Directo v Tachnical

Services and Research, 0OSM, Headquarters.

a. Upon receZpt in Zeadguzrters, tHe experizectal practice application
will be reviswes administrzzively for adzcuacy and a recomzendatlion
wzde t> the Director, OSM.
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op £ ces.. The State
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Regu¢a:cry Authericy and OSM will ceserve th
aporoval if sigoificant harm i1s discovered
experimental practice, and then require Iull -
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