
 
Office of Water Resources, Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle St., S-703, Chicago, IL 60601 

 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources 

Public Notice 
 

Maintenance Dredging of the Church Street Boat Launch, 
in Lake Michigan, at 1647 Sheridan Road, Evanston, Illinois 60201 

 
The City of Evanston, 2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201, has applied for an Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, Office of Water Resources 10-year maintenance dredging permit to annually dredge approximately 
15,000 cubic yards of material from the bed of Lake Michigan at the Church Street Boat Launch, in Lake 
Michigan, at 1647 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 60201. 
 
The applicant proposes to annually dredge approximately 15,000 cubic yards of material from the bed of Lake 
Michigan at the Church Street Boat Launch and dispose of the dredged material in the Lake Michigan 
nearshore south of the boat launch. Approval by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency will be required 
prior to each year’s dredging. The proposed project will be reviewed using the Department’s Part 3704 Rules. 
A location map and plans are attached to this notice. 
 
No work is to start on this project unless and until such a time that the permit is issued. 
 
Inquiries and comments regarding the proposed project can be directed to Eric Otto, Senior Water Resources 
Engineer, of the Chicago Office at IDNR/OWR, 160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703, Chicago, Illinois 60601 or 
eric.otto@illinois.gov. 
 
An expanded version of the public notice can be viewed at 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.htm. 
 
Comments will be accepted through February 21, 2025. 

mailto:eric.otto@illinois.gov
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.htm
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Section 401 Water Quality Certification for Discharge of Dredged or Fill Material

Agency:
City of Evanston
2100 Ridge Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201

Contact:
Tim Carter
Lakefront and Athletics Division Manager
Parks and Recreation Department

Identification and Characterization of the Affected Water Body:

Lake Michigan is classified as a Lake Michigan Basin Use Water and has zero cfs of flow during
critical 7Q10 low-flow conditions. Lake Michigan, Waterbody Segment IL_QLM-01, is listed on
the draft 2016 Illinois Integrated Water Quality Report and Section 303(d) List as impaired for
fish consumption use with potential causes given as mercury and polychlorinated biphenyls and
aesthetic quality use with potential cause given as phosphorus. Aquatic life, public and food
processing water supply, primary recreational contact, and secondary contact uses are fully
Supported. Lake Michigan is not listed as a biologically significant stream in the 2008 Illinois
Department of Natural Resources Publication Integrating Multiple Taxa in a Biological Stream
Rating System, nor is it given an integrity rating in that document. A Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) Report has been prepared and approved by the USEPA for 51 beaches along Illinois’
Lake Michigan shoreline to address Primary Contact Use Recreation impairments due to excess
bacteria. The proposed activity occurs within an area identified by the report “Shoreline
Segments in Suburban Cook County, Illinois” May 15, 2013 as a Beach Protection Area subject
to that TMDL.

Identification of Proposed Pollutant Load Increases or Potential Impacts on Uses:

The pollutant load increase of total suspending solids during the proposed dredging and fill
activities would be local and temporary. These increases, a normal and unavoidable result of
dredging and filling, may occur in the lake at the project site. Benthic habitat will also be
disturbed in the project area, but impacts to aquatic life uses of this area are not anticipated.
All fill material will be clean. Sand and water samples were analyzed for particle size
distribution, asbestos, and supernatant testing, from three locations within the boat launch
facility. Each sample showed less than two percent passing through a # 230 U.S. sieve and no
asbestos was detected. Ammonia-nitrogen, chloride and phosphorus were above the required
limits of detection, so monitoring was conducted during previous dredging activities. Additional



monitoring would be required during proposed activities.

Fate and Effect of Parameters Proposed for Increased Loading:
The increase in total suspended solids would be local and temporary. No adverse impacts
associated with the dredging and disposal of material to the water body are expected. No
mitigation plan has been proposed.

Purpose and Social & Economic Benefits of the Proposed Activity:
The project is a necessary maintenance activity for the Church St. Boat Launch. A minimum
depth of six to seven feet is required at the launch area as well as the approach areas to allow
for boater access to and from the launch. The project would provide social and economic
benefits by allowing for continued recreation of Lake Michigan along the Evanston coastline.

In addition to the ramp being used by the general public, the City of Evanston needs to utilize
the ramp for launching power boats for emergency water rescue, aquatic camps, and recreation
programming. The Parks and Recreation Department launches and operates four motor boats
from this location, five days a week for nine weeks. Currently, there are 600 participants enrolled
in Aquatic Camps. Without performing the dredging work, the launch facility could not be
opened, which would impact City operations.

Furthermore, in 2024, the City of Evanston received correspondence from the US Coast Guard
outlining their intention to cease operating the Wilmette and Kenosha Coast Guard Stations.
This recent development will consequently render the Evanston Fire Department, along with the
joint rescue boat stationed in Wilmette, as the only water rescue assets on the north shore. With
the shift, the southwest waters of Lake Michigan will be served by year-round stations in
Milwaukee and South Calumet Harbor - Chicago (near the Indiana border) and the seasonal
location at Navy Pier. It is critical that the Evanston Fire Department have access to the harbor
to launch the EFD fire rescue boat and water rescue jet skis. The Evanston Fire Department
also responds to water related emergencies on the Lake Michigan waters up to the community
of Highland Park.

Assessments of Alternatives for Less Increase in Loading or Minimal Environmental
Degradation:

Option 1: Do Nothing
● Will result in unsafe harbor conditions, economic loss to the applicant and loss of Lake

Michigan recreational benefits
● Emergency rescue operations will be significantly hindered, if not entirely impossible.

Option 2: Mechanical Excavator Dredging with Open Water Disposal
● Routine annual maintenance, shown to be successful with prior, similar projects with up

to 10,000 cubic yards to be dredged and placed immediately feet south of dredged area
offshore (open water disposal)



Option 3: Barge Dredging
● Not economically feasible
● Will not decrease turbidity due to project size

Option 4: Beach Disposal
● Existing, public beach to the south (Greenwood/Dempster St. Beaches) is at peak

elevation for swimming and the launching of sailboats
● Disposal not possible due to beach size
● Not economically feasible to hull sand this far south

The City of Evanston recommends Option 2 (Mechanical Excavator Dredging with Open Water
Disposal) for implementation. The proposed dredging and fill activities will follow conditions set
forth by the City of Evanston and US Army Corp of Engineers. The least intrusive alternative
would be to not complete the project. This is not an acceptable alternative given the need to
provide safe recreational and emergency access to Lake Michigan. Completion of the project
will improve recreational opportunities for the community.




