Office of Water Resources, Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle St., S-703, Chicago, IL 60601

Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources
Public Notice

Maintenance Dredging of the Park Avenue Boat Launch,
in Lake Michigan, at 8 Park Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois 60035

The Park District of Highland Park, 636 Ridge Road, Highland Park, IL 60201, has applied for an lllinois
Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources 10-year maintenance dredging permit to
annually dredge approximately 2,400 cubic yards of material from the bed of Lake Michigan at the Park
Avenue Boat Launch, in Lake Michigan, at 8 Park Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035.

The applicant proposes to annually dredge approximately 2,400 cubic yards of material from the bed of Lake
Michigan at the Park Avenue Boat Launch and dispose of the dredged material in the Lake Michigan nearshore
south of the boat launch. Approval by the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency will be required prior to
each year’s dredging. The proposed project will be reviewed using the Department’s Part 3704 Rules. A
location map and plans are attached to this notice.

No work is to start on this project unless and until such a time that the permit is issued.
Inquiries and comments regarding the proposed project can be directed to Eric Otto, Senior Water Resources

Engineer, of the Chicago Office at IDNR/OWR, 160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703, Chicago, lllinois 60601 or
eric.otto@illinois.gov.

An expanded version of the public notice can be viewed at
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.htm.

Comments will be accepted through March 28, 2025.


mailto:eric.otto@illinois.gov
https://dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/publicnotices.htm

636 Ridge Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
847.831.3810 | pdhp.org

October 16, 2024

Soren Hall

Section 408 Coordinator & Regulatory Project Manager
US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District
Regulatory Branch — East Section

231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500

Chicago, Illinois 60604

James Kessen, PE

llinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Water Resources

160 North LaSalle Street, Suite S-730
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Mr. Darren Gove

lllinois Environmental Protection Agency
Bureau of Water

1021 North Grand Avenue East
Springfield, lllinois, 62794

Subject: Park Avenue Boat Launch — Maintenance Dredging Project
Joint Application
8 Park Avenue
Highland Park, lllinois 60035

Dear Regulatory Representatives:

On behalf of the Park District of Highland Park, please find the attached completed joint application and
supplemental information for the referenced project. Included with the application are proposed plans,
photo exhibits, and additional information for the yearly maintenance dredging of the Park Avenue Boat
Ramp by the Park District of Highland Park.

The Park District of Highland Park currently has a 10-year maintenance dredging permit, which will
expire on December 31, 2025. The intention is to re-apply for a similar permit, as the need to annually
dredge still exists. The fluctuation of the Lake Michigan water levels and storm activity results in the
deposition of sand at the entrance of the ramp. Similarly with the existing permit, the dredged material
would be placed in-water near the adjacent beach area to the southwest.






JOINT APPLICATION FOR INDIVIDUAL PERMIT
For
Park Avenue Boat Launch — Maintenance Dredging Project
Park District of Highland Park
8 Park Avenue
Highland Park, IL 60035

Prepared for

Park District of Highland Park

636 Ridge Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Prepared by

SMITHGROUP

35 East Wacker Dr, #900
Chicago, IL 60601
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TAB1

Joint Application Form



JOINT APPLICATION FORM FOR ILLINOIS

ITEMS 1 AND 2 FOR AGENCY USE

1. Application Number

2. Date Received

3. and 4. (SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS) NAME, MAILING ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

3a. Applicant’'s Name:

Brian Romes

Company Name (if any) :
Park District of Highland Park
Address:

636 Ridge Rd
Highland Park, IL 60035

Email Address:

Ghida S. Neukirch
Company Name (if any):
City of Highland Park
Address:

1707 St. Johns Avenue

Email Address:

Highland Park, IL 60035

3b. Co-Applicant/Property Owner Name
(if needed or if different from applicant):

4. Authorized Agent (an agent is not required):

Lindsey Mathus

Company Name (if any):
SmithGroup

Address:
35 E. Wacker Dr., #900
Chicago, IL 60601

Email Address:

Applicant’s Phone Nos. w/area code
Business:

Residence:

Cell:

Fax:

Applicant’s Phone Nos. w/area code
Business:

Residence:

Cell:

Fax:

Agent’'s Phone Nos. w/area code
Business:

Residence:

Cell:

Fax:

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION

I hereby authorize,

SmithGroup

request -supelemental information in sunnort of this nermit annlication

to act in my behalf as my agent in the processing of this application and to furnish, upon

October 16, 2024

—Applicants Signature

Date

5. ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS (Upstream and Downstream of the water body and within Visual Reach of Project)

Name

a. Anne Kaplan
b. Anne Kaplan
C.

d.

Mailing Address

Phone No. w/area code

6. PROJECT TITLE:

Park Avenue Boat Launch - Maintenance Dredging Project

7. PROJECT LOCATION:
8 Park Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035

Highland Park

Lake Michigan

UTMs
LATITUDE: 42 19029 °N

Northing:
LONGITUDE: -87.78722 o\W

Easting:
STREET, ROAD, OR OTHER DESCRIPTIVE LOCATION LEGAL QUARTER SECTION TOWNSHIP NO. RANGE
0.75 miles northeast of intersection of Central Ave & St. Johns DESCRIPT
Ave SE SW 2324 43N 12E
IN OR [[] NEAR CITY OF TOWN (check appropriate box) WATERWAY RIVER MILE
Municipality Name (if applicable)

COUNTY STATE ZIP CODE
Lake IL 60035
Revised 2010

[} Corps of Engineers

] IL Dep’t of Natural Resources

Agency

[[] IL Environmental Protection

] Applicant's Copy



8. PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Include all features):
The project involves annually dredging approximately 2,400 CY of material from the entrance of the
boat launch facility and placing material in Lake Michigan as shown on the plans.

9. PURPOSE AND NEED OF PROJECT:

The purpose of the project is to allow for safe use and navigation of the users of the boat launch facility.

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING FOUR BLOCKS IF DREDGED AND/OR FILL MATERIAL IS TO BE DISCHARGED

10. REASON(S) FOR DISCHARGE:
To maintain boat launch depths and keep the sand material in the littoral system

11. TYPE(S) OF MATERIAL BEING DISCHARGED AND THE AMOUNT OF EACH TYPE IN CUBIC YARDS FOR WATERWAYS:

TYPE: sand, i.e. 90% retaining on #200 sieve
AMOUNT IN CUBIC YARDS:
sand - 2,400 CY annually

12. SURFACE AREA IN ACRES OF WETLANDS OR OTHER WATERS FILLED (See Instructions)
0.3 acres - approximately

13. DESCRIPTION OF AVOIDANCE, MINIMIZATION AND COMPENSATION (See instructions)
Due to the nature of the project and the minimal environmental impacts, compensatory mitigation is not
planned.

14. Date activity is proposed to commence Date activity is expected to be completed

5/1/2026 5/15/2036
15. Is any portion of the activity for which authorization is Yes >< No NOTE: If answer is “YES” give reasons in the Project
sought now complete? Description and Remarks section.

Month and Year the activity was Indicate the existing work on drawings.

completed Yes, under current annual dredging permit

16. List all approvals or certification and denials received from other Federal, interstate, state, or local agencies for structures, construction, discharges or
other activities described in this application.

Issuing Agency Type of Approval Identification No. Date of Application Date of Approval Date of Denial
17. CONSENT TO ENTER PROPERTY LISTED IN PART 7 ABOVE IS HEREBY GRANTED. Yes No

18. APPLICATION VERIFICATION (SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS)
Application is hereby made for the activities described herein. | certify that | am familiar with the information contained in the application, and that to the
best of my knowledge and belief, such information is true, complete, and accurate. | further certify that | possess the authority to undertake the proposed

activities.
10/25/2024
Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent Date
Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent Date
Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent Date
[] Corps of Engineers [] IL Dep’t of Natural Resources [ IL Environmental Protection [ ] Applicant’s Copy
Revised 2010 Agency )

SEE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADDRESS



LOCATION MAP
SEE ATTACHED PLAN SET '

Revised 2010 .
[C] Corps of Engineers [J IL Dep’t of Natural Resources [] IL Environmental Protection [1 Applicant's Copy
Agency



PLAN VIEW
SEE ATTACHED PLAN SET |

FOR AGENCY USE ONLY

Revised 2010
[1 Corps of Engineers [[] IL Dep't of Natural Resources [0 IL Environmental Protection 1 Applicant's Copy
Agency
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TAB 2

Project Description

The Park District of Highland Park (PDHP) with the partnership of the City of Highland Park is requesting a
continuation of the yearly maintenance dredging at the Park Avenue Boat Launch Facility in Lake County, lllinois.
The proposed activity intended to be reauthorized under similar permits with the USACE, IDNR, and Illinois EPA
Water Quality Certification. The project limits are shown on the attached permit set.

The proposed work will consist of the yearly dredging of sand material (2,400 CY annually) at the entrance of the
boat launch facility and placed in an open water location as shown on the plans.

The purpose of the project is to restore adequate water depths for safe navigation at the boat launch while keeping
the sand material into the littoral system.

The need for the project is a result of the fluctuation in Lake Michigan water levels combined with storm activity
resulting in the deposition of sand at the ramp entrance, which poses as a determinant to safe navigation.

The proposed work is shown in the permit plans included in Tab 3.

Attached please find the Joint Application form. The proposed work will be below the OHWM of Lake Michigan.
Please note that the OHWM was established based on field identified physical indicators per USACE/IDNR
guidance and surveyed in June of 2021.

Existing Conditions

Existing land use within and immediately adjacent to the project limits includes a public boat launch facility with
an adjacent public beach area that is used by a local sailing facility. The boat launch is used by watercraft users to
deploy their vessels. The replacement of the adjacent breakwater, boat ramp, and docks were authorized under
permits LRC-2021-00800 and LM2022002 and construction was completed in the summer of 2023. The existing
maintenance dredging permit numbers are IDNR permit # LM2015005 and ILEPA Permit # 2015-LM-59537.

Qualitative Habitat Assessment

Very little habitat is present in the proposed work areas due to the presence of historic shoreline stabilization and
recreational land uses directly adjacent to the water’s edge. The lake substrate appears comprised mainly of sand.
There is not visible aquatic vegetation present within the proposed work area. Terrestrial vegetation is not present in
the project area due to the presence of a beach area and the upland water plant parking lot.

The nearest tributary, the Waukegan River, is approximately 12 miles north of the project area. Millard Park with
upland ravines and other aquatic resources is approximately 1 mile south of the project area.

There are no known reef/shoal or other habitat features within 1 mile of the project area.

The construction plans in Tab 3 show the shoreline and lakebed contours and grades as they appeared in summer of
2021. Recent soundings after the May 2024 dredging event are shown on the plans.

Mitigation
The proposed work will minimize impacts to Waters of the US to the maximum extent practicable. The work is

anticipated to be conducted by mechanical means and will be conducted in a manner that limits the potential for
environmental impacts, therefore, compensatory mitigation is not planned.
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Permit Drawing Set
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Site Photographs



Photo 1: Boat launch area in July 2023 facing southwest

Photo 2: Boat launch facility in July 2023 facing southeast



Photo 3: Adjacent beach area facing southwest
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EcoCat Letter



Applicant:  Park District of Highland Park IDNR Project Number: 2504603
Contact: Brian Romes Date: 10/07/2024

Address: 636 Ridge Rd Alternate Number: LM2015005
Highland PArk, IL 60035

Project: Park Avenue Boat Launch - Maintenance Dredging Project
Address: 8 Park Avenue , Highland Park

Description: The project involves annually dredging approximately 2,400 CY of material from the
entrance of the boat launch facility and placing material in Lake Michigan as shown on the plans.

Natural Resource Review Results
Consultation for Endangered Species Protection and Natural Areas Preservation (Part 1075)

The lllinois Natural Heritage Database shows the following protected resources may be in the vicinity of the
project location:

Northern Cranesbill (Geranium bicknellii)
An IDNR staff member will evaluate this information and contact you to request additional information
or to terminate consultation if adverse effects are unlikely.

Location

The applicant is responsible for the
accuracy of the location submitted
for the project.

County: Lake

Township, Range, Section:

43N, 12E, 24

IL Department of Natural Resources Government Jurisdiction
Contact Park District of Highland Park
Isabella Newingham Brian Romes

217-785-5500 636 Ridge Rd

Division of Ecosystems & Environment Highland Park, Illinois 60035
Disclaimer

The lllinois Natural Heritage Database cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or
condition of natural resources in lllinois. This review reflects the information existing in the Database at the time
of this inquiry, and should not be regarded as a final statement on the site being considered, nor should it be a
substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required for environmental assessments. If additional
protected resources are encountered during the project’s implementation, compliance with applicable statutes
and regulations is required.

Terms of Use

By using this website, you acknowledge that you have read and agree to these terms. These terms may be
revised by IDNR as necessary. If you continue to use the EcoCAT application after we post changes to these
terms, it will mean that you accept such changes. If at any time you do not accept the Terms of Use, you may not
continue to use the website.
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IDNR Project Number: 2504603

1. The IDNR EcoCAT website was developed so that units of local government, state agencies and the public
could request information or begin natural resource consultations on-line for the Illinois Endangered Species
Protection Act, Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act, and lllinois Interagency Wetland Policy Act. ECOCAT uses
databases, Geographic Information System mapping, and a set of programmed decision rules to determine if
proposed actions are in the vicinity of protected natural resources. By indicating your agreement to the Terms of
Use for this application, you warrant that you will not use this web site for any other purpose.

2. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this website are strictly prohibited and
may be punishable under the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986 and/or the National Information
Infrastructure Protection Act.

3. IDNR reserves the right to enhance, modify, alter, or suspend the website at any time without notice, or to
terminate or restrict access.

Security

EcoCAT operates on a state of lllinois computer system. We may use software to monitor traffic and to identify
unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information, to cause harm or otherwise to damage this
site. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this server is strictly prohibited by law.

Unauthorized use, tampering with or modification of this system, including supporting hardware or software, may
subject the violator to criminal and civil penalties. In the event of unauthorized intrusion, all relevant information
regarding possible violation of law may be provided to law enforcement officials.

Privacy

EcoCAT generates a public record subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Otherwise, IDNR
uses the information submitted to ECOCAT solely for internal tracking purposes.
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TAB 6

2024 Sediment Sampling Results





























































































































